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ASBESTOS IN THE HOME REMOVAL KIT 

 
  

Anyone in the Latrobe City community planning to remove a small amount of 
dangerous asbestos material as part of a home renovation, can now do so in 
relative safety following the launch of the ‘Asbestos in the Home Removal Kit’ . 
Asbestos was used in the Australian building industry between the 1930’s and 
late 1980’s, and in the brakes, clutches and gaskets of many cars. The most 
commonly found household building materials that contain asbestos are 
asbestos-cement products (also called ‘ fibro’  and AC sheeting). 
Other places where asbestos can commonly be found include cladding, textured 
walls and imitation brick, around hot water pipes, gaskets around ovens and 
stoves, under lino and as backing in tiled areas such as in bathrooms and toilets. 
Many people exposed to asbestos fibres have developed asbestos-related lung 
disease, such as asbestosis, lung cancer or mesothelioma after inhaling 
microscopic asbestos fibres.         CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE…. 
 

Major  sponsors: 

Inside this issue: 
Page 2. 
1. Cont. Asbestos In The 
Home Removal Kit 
2. History on the Asbestos In 
The Home Removal Kit  
Page 3. 
1. Cont.. History of the 
Asbestos In The Home 
Removal Kit. 
2. Photos on the Kit launch  
Page 4. 
1. Chilean Community 
Support Tony 
2. Thank You For Your 
Support 
3. Are Your Fees Due? 
Page 5. 
1. Secretary AGM Report for 
2006 
Page 6. 
Cont. Secretary AGM Report 
for 2006 
Page 7. 
Cont. Secretary AGM 
Report for 2006 
Page 8. 
1. Cont. Secretary AGM 
Report for 2006 
2. Monash Medical Students 
Page 9. 
GARDS Meeting Dates 2007 
Page 10. 
GARDS Membership form 
Page11. 
Sponsors & Supporters page  
Page 12. 
GARDS Info page 
 

DID YOU KNOW 
To all those who have 
been asking about GARDS 
Goose – the grey hound 
was injured in trials and so 
has not been able to run.
He is on the mend now 
and you will hear about 
him in the very near 
future. We will keep you 
posted on his progress. 
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GARDS Secretary, Vicki Hamilton, said the ‘Asbestos in the Home Removal Kit’  was believed to be an 
Australian first. “ I have been informed through reliable sources that there has been nothing like this available 
in the whole of Australia”  
The kit provides the necessary equipment and knowledge to safely handle asbestos during the removal, 
packaging, transport and disposal operations for a small domestic job by the householder.  
It includes a professionally produced 11 minute DVD, demonstrating how to properly use the personal 
protective equipment and how to safely remove and package asbestos. 
The kit has been developed by the Latrobe Asbestos Management Committee, with funding from the 
Department of Human Services and Latrobe City Council. The committee includes representatives from 
EPA Victoria, Gippsland Asbestos Related Disease Support Group (GARDS), Gippsland Trades and Labour 
Council, WorkSafe Victoria and the Victorian Waste Management Association. 
The kit was launched on March 22nd at the Moe Town Hall by MLC for Eastern Victoria, Mr Matt Viney, 
representing the Minister for Health, the Hon. Bronwyn Pike. 
Also at launch, the State Coroner, Mr Graeme Johnstone, said that since 2004, when his office began 
investigating asbestos related deaths, 34 deaths were attributed in some way to exposure to asbestos from 
home renovations. 
He said the kit was an excellent example of how the community, local and state government can work 
together to try and prevent further deaths from home renovations involving asbestos. “The development of 
the kit is important beyond what we can imagine” , Mr Johnstone said. 
The ‘Asbestos in the Home Removal Kit’  can be purchased from the Latrobe City Council service centre in 
Morwell for $20. The cost also covers the disposal fee at the Latrobe City landfill and a free asbestos 
awareness and education session is provided with each kit. 
 
Any Latrobe City resident planning a home renovation involving the removal of asbestos material should 
first contact Latrobe City Council Waste Education Officer Peter Collins on 1300 367 700 to arrange an 
appointment. 
 

HISTORY OF THE ASBESTOS IN THE HOME REMOVAL KIT 

Back in early 2004 the Gippsland Asbestos Related Diseases Support Inc. (GARDS) and Gippsland Trades and Labour 
Council (GTLC) identified a need for education, safe removal and safe storage of domestic asbestos in Gippsland.  
GARDS and GTLC met on a number of occasions to talk through some of the issues. We then went out seeking others 
to join our quest to gather support and work together on these ideas. 
In mid 2004 we met with an organisation that we thought was willing to work with us on creating the Asbestos Storage 
Facility and making it happen but unfortunately that was not to be the case. It soon became apparent that this 
organisation wanted to have total control and go it alone with our idea. As the companies proposal was not a high 
quality facility the surrounding community had no confidence in it and as a result the companies proposal was never 
realized. 
A public meeting was called on July 8th 2005 where EPA, that Asbestos Removal Company, GTLC, GARDS and 
some concerned community discussed some of the pros and cons about where a facility should be located and what 
that facility might look like.  It was also discussed that the community must have confidence that it would be the very 
best it could be, so that domestic asbestos could be safely deposited and held there, and would not represent a danger 
to the community in any way. 
Following on from that meeting GARDS and GTLC found another partner that they thought they might be able to 
work with and discussions started to take place with this environmental services firm over a facility and what it might 
look like. Always keeping in mind the concerns of the community for a safe facility they could have confidence in. 
GARDS and GTLC then took those talks to EPA Victoria  where discussions and presentations from GTLC, GARDS 
and the Environmental Services firm started taking place and what a storage facility could look like and some of the 
infrastructure that would have to be put in place with it. One of those infrastructure items was an asbestos home 
removal kit. After some consecutive meetings started taking place between our organisations other representatives 
from other organisations were asked to join us and in November 2005 the Latrobe Domestic Asbestos Waste 
Management Committee started to be realized. CONT… on page 3 
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Slowly one by one representatives from Latrobe City Council, Dept of Human Services, Victorian Workcover Authority, 
and Victorian Waste Management Association added their collective expertise to the committee.  
 
EPA has chaired these meetings and provided the secretarial support. GARDS has provided their premises and provided 
afternoon tea for this group since Nov 2005. 
Some group members have met in excess of 40 times or more to discuss and gather information for the committee.    
 
The earlier meetings that GTLC, GARDS and the environmental services firm had with EPA has now seen one of the 
infrastructure ideas emerge as the Asbestos in the Home Removal Kit, launched on the 22nd of March 2007,  
 
This infrastructure was prepared so that an asbestos storage facility could be realized. 

 

 

Pictured above  here at the Moe Town Hall is MLC for Eastern 

Victoria, Mr Matt Viney, representing the Minister for Health, 

the Hon. Bronwyn Pike & Vicki Hamilton Secretary of GARDS 

 

Pictured above are speaker Matt Viney MLC, Latrobe City Councillor 
Bruce Lougheed & Dieter Melzer EPA Gippsland 
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CHILEAN COMMUNITY SUPPORT TONY 
On the 21st of April some of the GARDS members were privileged and honoured to attend a charity fundraiser 
for Tony Medina and his family at the Williamstown Town Hall. The Chilean community were out in force to 
let Tony know that they cared about him and his family. The fundraiser was organised by the Chilean 
community and the CFMEU with support from other unions. The entertainment throughout the night consisted 
of wonderful Chilean bands and inspiring dancing by the Chilean community. Tony spoke about the support he 
had gotten from so many places and how blown away he was with how people had rallied to support him and his 
family. We believe that Tony is very lucky to have such an extremely passionate community to support him and 
the Chilean community are proud to call him one of their own. Tony was only 11 years old when he came to 
Australia 30 years ago with some 50 Chilean families. He started his schooling days at Springvale primary 
school and did not speak any English. His first job was with the building /construction industry working for 
asbestos removal companies. Tony is a representative of the Chilean community and now works for Rydell 
Constructions as an OH&S officer. He is also an active organiser for the CFMEU representing his fellow 
workmates and community. Tony has 5 children ranging in age from 2 to 16 years. Tony’s eldest daughter
Natasha gave a very emotional speech to an over flowing town hall of how proud she was to have such a 
wonderful father who had already done so  
much in his life and who was still helping  
others along the way.  
The Chilean community should be very proud 
of what they achieved, it was a truly wonderful 
and special night – one that I am sure Tony and 
his family will never forget and one also that  
the GARDS members will treasure and never  
forget. Thank you to you all for making us feel 
so welcome.  
Pictured from left are: Tony’s partner Maitea, 
Marie Smith, Dorothy Roberts, Vicki  
Hamilton, Tony Medina, Trevor Callow and  
right in the front down on the left is  
Nadine one of Tony’s daughters. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
 
The GARDS committee & members  
would like to thank so very much 
the following people and organisations 
that have given a monetary donation  
or support in some way to GARDS. 
Stan & Ivy Brown, Bill Duncan,  
Graeme Hamilton, Rod Le Lievre 

 

ARE YOUR MEMBERSHIP FEES 
DUE? 

 
Could you please check with the GARDS 
Treasurer Pam Nicholson if your membership 
fees are due? These fees go part the way to 
helping us get the newsletter out to you and also 
to send any flyers that may need to be sent 
during the year. Remember this is how we keep 
in touch with you. 
Please contact us if you are unsure of when your 
fees fall due. 
 
 

To Evelyn Griffiths we would 
like to thank her for her 
surprise donation that she  
made to GARDS. You are 
truly a kind and generous 
person and we thank you so 
much. 

 
 



PAGE 5.        GIPPSLAND ASBESTOS RELATED DISEASES SUPPORT INC  
 

Some of the GARDS members suggested that I  pr int in the newsletter  the GARDS Secretary’s 
Report so that you could see some of the work that has been accomplished in 2006.  This is the repor t 
tabled at the last GARDS AGM for  your  interest. 
 

SECRETARY’S REPORT FOR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
JANUARY 28TH 2007 

 
Each year for GARDS seems to get bigger and bigger and lots more work accompanies this huge task. In 2006 
GARDS has had a very busy and rewarding year on many levels.  
 
On the research front GARDS has been advocating for research to be done in Gippsland into asbestos diseases. Its 
relationships it’ s built up with two research Depts have finally paid off this past year. We have just helped launch the 
Palliative Care Study at our Asbestos Awareness Day at the end of Nov 06 which will get into full swing in early 
February 07, some interviews have already taken place prior to Christmas with some of our families. The project is 
called A very public Death - Dr Susan Lee and Barb Cass from the School of Nursing and Midwifery at Monash 
Uni, Frankston are very excited about this study into mesothelioma and asbestos related lung cancer sufferers and 
their families and hope that this might identify difficulties that sufferers/families face and bring about change for the 
good of all. 
  
We also have Dr Andy Holloway from Peter Mac research centre and Dr Tony LaMontagne from Melbourne Uni 
who are initiating their research starting in the next month or so. Andy, Tony and GARDS committee have had a 
relationship for quite a few years now and it has been a dream of all us to help to further the cause for asbestos 
everywhere. Andy and Tony were lucky enough to obtain a grant for their research for close on $600,000 from the 
National Health and Medical Research Council in September 06. This project is called Establishment of a Latrobe 
Valley power industry cohort and biospecimen bank for the study of asbestos related diseases. This will be a project 
where Andy will recruit a cohort of 5000 asbestos exposed former power industry workers and will provide 
information, support and smoking cessation campaigns. For 1000 of the most highly exposed he will offer annual 
testing for mesothelin, a protein in the blood, which may indicate the presence of mesothelioma prior to a clinical 
diagnosis.  
 
These initiatives are all very much warranted and been a long time coming. We hope into the future that there will be 
hope given where there has been none. 
 
We have had some wonderful donations this year from some terrific people, organisations and businesses. It has 
been heart warming to know just how many people care in our community about the people we support and their 
families and also about the GARDS organisation itself. Terry Carroll, Duane Morrell our resident Saints who look 
after GARDS and do some terrific fundraising efforts have just been an inspiration. They have done some terrific 
Public Relations work for us in the community and we will be forever grateful to them. We have had some 
wonderful support from all parts of the community and some encouraging words to say “you are doing a great job –
keep it up!”  This means so much to know we are doing what the community want to see happen. We have also been 
lucky enough to have permanent on going sponsorship from two companies this year and we are very grateful to 
them. They are SGS Environmental Services and G & J Crosby Contractors. Also this last 12 months we have had 
some wonderful and very emotional donations from Companies and individuals a like. GARDS is always 
overwhelmed when they are recognised in this manner. 
Beside monetary donations we have had non members such as Joan Smith & Mary Rendell who have come in and 
helped out in the office when needed. GARDS member Chris Cheetham made some very lovely hand made rugs for 
us to sell and raffle and we appreciate that. Talking about help when needed…. 
 
The GARDS organisation had to move from its premises at the Latrobe Business Centre because Latrobe Health 
Insurance wanted to utilise its building that it had bought so GARDS went on the hunt early to find a new home. We 
looked high and low – we even entertained the idea of buying a shop front in Moe but we finally decided on where 
we are now. It is quite a considerable amount more money for the rent – 3 times to be exact and we do have a few 
issues that were hidden to us when we signed the rental agreement but all in all it has been a positive move and we 
think we have better facilities. We had help on the move days (which it took 2 full days of moving to get GARDS 
out of one premises and into the other). We put the call out for help and received help from – Graeme Hamilton, Rod 
LeLievre, Dorothy Roberts, Marie Smith, Tanya Hamilton, Anthony Bennett, Nathan Bennett, Pam Nicholson and 
last but not least Bill Raymond. What a wonderful effort they all put in and what a terrific bunch of people who all 
worked together to get the job done. We also had help from another bunch of people who were called on at moments 
notice to help raise funds for GARDS at the Gippsland Soccer League finals. 
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Those who helped out at moments notice were: Bert Taylor, Graeme Hamilton, Henry Winters, Bill Raymond and 
our stand bys were Dorothy Roberts and Marie Smith. Thank you to you all from the Secretary for a job well done I 
couldn’ t have pulled it off without you all. 
GARDS was lucky to receive three grants this year in 2006. One from Reichstein Foundation to pay a half time 
worker to do advocacy on behalf on asbestos sufferers for 12 months – Thank you to Christa Momot for her support 
of GARDS and the other from WorkSafe to help run the office and pay the rental for the next 12 months. GARDS 
was extremely grateful when our rental was going up due to our move and WorkSafe raised their donation to help 
out with the difference so that we could take up the accommodation. Thank you to John Merritt for his support of 
GARDS. These two people I have mentioned have been such a wonderful support to me and I will be eternally 
grateful to both of them. 
 
We also received one from Latrobe City to help pay for an airconditioner for our new office space and it has been a 
life saver when we experienced hot weather early on in November. It has helped our volunteers who staff the office 
to at least keep their cool while doing their job. 
 
Travel for GARDS in 2006 
In April I, Lyle and Trevor flew to Sydney on invitation from the Premier of NSW to a celebration of the James 
Hardie campaign. It was a thank you to all those who helped to bring the company back to face the very people that 
they had exposed to asbestos and make them set up a bonafide compensation fund to help compensate asbestos 
victims and their families for the next 40 plus years. With most of this now bedded down and the only thing still left 
to do are the shareholders voting in Feb of 2007 on the agreement. We could now say without trepidation a job well 
done by all. This is what people can achieve if they all stick together for the greater good of all. We were very proud 
of being a part of that and it was a real honour to shake the hand of the NSW Premier & the former NSW Premier 
and be thanked for our part. 
About mid May of 2006 the GARDS committee bar one flew to Sydney again to the Asbestos Forum being hosted 
by ADFA. This was a weekend affair and we believe it was a great exercise in cementing friendships in other states. 
We bought back lots of information and made a lot of new friends as well as catching up with old ones. 
 
The GARDS events 
 
Our Annual Wreath Laying Ceremony and our Asbestos Awareness day were both very successful this year and 
attended by many in the community as well as our families. The Rose Garden in Morwell seems to be a very central 
point for all and is such an appropriate place for these events. The GARDS marquee is doing a great job and is a 
welcome addition to our equipment for comfort of our members. 
We had many and varied speakers this year at our events and I believe each and every person who attends gets 
something different out of the ceremonies and that is what makes them so special. 
 
Also under the banner of events is our tutorials to 1st year medical students at Monash Uni, Clayton campus we have 
been doing this now for 6 years and we now are doing a tutorial to international Medical students (this is our second 
year) at our premises. We have also been successful in doing a tutorial for 1st year Allied Health students from 
Monash Peninsula campus this year and have been asked to host this again in 2007. 
We again are very proud to be a part of the learning studies of these up and coming health professionals and we 
believe this will not only make these future health professionals better and what they do but also will help our 
sufferers and their families to be understood and their fears and concerns addressed in a more dignified way, because 
they deserve nothing but the best.  
 
OH&S Day in October held at Crown Palladium this year where 1700 reps from all over Victoria converged for the 
day was very successful. GARDS had a display and gave out 900 bags with information on asbestos and our group. 
We made new contacts and helped some in our community to make links for support. 
 
Working with Organisations 
 
GARDS has worked with a number of organisations this year on projects. One being our Domestic Asbestos waste 
management facility and kit. The kit is now at the stage of being ready to roll out to the community and this will 
probably take place in March 2007. We have worked with organisations such as Gippsland Trades and Labour 
Council, WorkSafe, Environmental Protection Authority, Victorian Waste Management, Department of Human 
Services and Latrobe City on this. Prime TV has worked with our group to put together a DVD for renovators to 
view so that they might know how to handle domestic asbestos safely. Mr Ian Moore one of our GARDS members 
who has asbestosis kindly agreed to be the face on this DVD and he speaks about his experience with asbestos 
disease. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We thank Ian with all our hearts for helping to show the community what it is like to live with asbestosis. The DVD 
will go with the kit along with the DHS Asbestos in the Home booklet. We are still working on getting the Asbestos 
Management Facility recognised and we will pursue that with vigour this year even if the other organisations fall by 
the way side. 
 
I mentioned GTLC in my last statement – we have worked on many thing with them and we have built a trust 
between our two organisations which I believe has not only been good for us but also for them and together we are 
achieving things for our community – I believe this is the only way to accomplish ideas and projects with people 
whom you know you can trust. My thanks to John Parker Secretary of this organisation for his friendship and loyalty, 
it means so much. 
 
 
Projects that GARDS has been a part of this year and have come to fruition are the Gippsland Rotary Centenary 
House – this was opened in September of 06 and is operating now helping families with affordable accommodation 
from the East Gippsland and South Gippsland regions that are accessing treatments at the Latrobe Regional Hospital 
Cancer Care Centre. Something else that GARDS can be proud, to have been a part of, in caring for its community. 
 
  
We attended many meetings and seminars this year – well over the 90 mark. So as you can see it has been a busy time 
for us. Those meetings and seminars are made up of Gippsland Rotary Centenary House, Community Advisory 
Committee for Latrobe Regional Hospital, Latrobe Asbestos Management Team, seminars/forums that we have 
attended are Grief and Loss, Asbestos Information, Safe Communities, Cancer Council Victoria – Surviving Cancer 
in Rural and Regional Australia and many more too numerous to mention. Of course there are all our GARDS 
meetings too, there were 20 of those in total for the year and they take organisation and planning too. It certainly has 
been a very full year for meetings in one way or another. 
 
A highlight of our sponsorship from WorkSafe was to be invited for the special events the last week in Oct for 
WorkSafe Week. GARDS along with 2 other organisations was recognized for its work and commitment to support 
individuals and families for the year. This was held at the National Museum in Melbourne. Then we were treated to 5 
tickets to the WorkSafe Annual Awards night. This was a most enjoyable occasion as well. By the time WorkSafe 
Week was over we were extremely exhausted. 
 
On a sadder note I would like to mention that we have lost some wonderful people to asbestos disease this year. Peter 
Griffiths is one who comes to mind I think I can say from all of us at GARDS he cemented a place in all of our hearts. 
He helped in so many ways this year to bring the plight of asbestos sufferers to the public eye; he educated students in 
the medical and allied health field to what he was going through both physically, mentally and emotionally. He knew 
he did not have much time left but he gave selflessly of his time to help others. He will be sadly missed and he leaves 
a great hole in our lives. Unfortunately he is not the only one and many more will follow him.    
 
 
A brighter note for me in 2006 was being extremely proud to run with the baton on the 1st of March for the 
Commonwealth Games. It was an honour to run with the baton representing all those sufferers and their families in 
Gippsland. It is something I will never forget. I will cherish it forever. 
 
I would like to say at this time a few personal thank yous to my family and friends. 
 
To my mother Dorothy Roberts thanks for all your hard work this year you are a real rock and I can always count on 
you to be there helping out what ever comes our way. I appreciate all the things you do that no one else would even 
notice. You are a very caring individual with a heart of gold. I am proud to have you as my mother. Oh and 
congratulations on getting your drivers licence at 70 that just shows everyone just what a truly amazing person you 
are. 
 
To Marie Smith I would like to say thank you for all your support this year you have been a great friend and 
colleague. You have given invaluable advice and support when I needed it the most. I cherish the friendship that we 
have together. You are a real treasure. 
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To Pam Nicholson thanks for being a good friend and supporting the GARDS organisation. It is wonderful to have 
people like you that come along on a regular basis and give support when ever you can. You have been a terrific 
treasurer and I hope you will continue in that capacity for a long time to come. 
 
To Lyle Seear I have appreciated your friendship and support in year and look forward to many more years of 
friendship. I hope this year will be a year free of sickness for you. 
 
To Trevor Callow I also have appreciated the friendship and support you have shown towards me this past year. It has 
been a tough year for you in 2006 with your sickness but you have seen it through and are motoring along again. I 
appreciate our little talks and your insights into things they have been invaluable in more ways than one. 
 
To Bill Raymond I thank you so much for coming in every week to help out and staff our office. You are an invaluable 
asset to our organisation and we appreciate your support to asbestos sufferers and their families. We hope you will 
continue to support us long into the future. 
 
To Rod LeLievre you have been a terrific support both in friendship and in the things you have done to make life a 
little bit easier for me at GARDS. I cannot begin to explain to everyone all the little things that you do but without you 
it would be made all that more difficult. Thank you so much it is truly appreciated.  
 
To my family again this year I want to say thank you for being a great support to me and being so understanding about 
the things that I must do. Our dinner is never before 9.00pm at night and all my weekends are taken up at some point 
with GARDS business. Graeme and Tanya you are truly precious to me and I could not do this job with out all that 
love, support and understanding you give me. You are two truly amazing individuals and I am so glad you both belong 
to me. Also to Tanya congratulations to you on attaining your drivers licence it is great to have another driver in our 
family, I am very proud of you.  
 
To Trevor Watson who has kept our web site up to date all year I want to say a big thank you as he has had a lot 
happening for him all year with a great deal of pressure and he has managed to handle that and the demands that our 
organisation has put on him as well. We thank you for your tenacity.  
  
To anyone who I may have inadvertently left out please accept this as my thanks for your support it is always hard to 
think of everyone because we have so many who do so much. 
 
GARDS is a growing organisation with a big future (unfortunately). It has done some really out standing work over the
last 6 years and will continue to do so because it has committed individuals who believe in the issues and will not stop 
until everyone is safe from asbestos no matter how long that takes. I believe GARDS has made a difference in the lives 
of individuals, families and in the community and will continue to do so long into the future. Thank you to you all we 
could not do this without your continued support. 
 
I am looking forward to another eventful year full of hope and enthusiasm for GARDS and its members. 
 
Vicki Hamilton, Secretary GARDS 2006 
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Well it’s that time of year again where GARDS members are invited to speak to 1st year medical students at 
Monash University Medical School at Clayton. There will be 7 GARDS reps making their way to the 
Clayton Campus this year. The 7 reps will enlighten the students on how asbestos affects not only the health 
of a person but also their family and the community. We will be talking about occupational health issues, 
environmental issues and the social justice issues and how these young medical students can help in their 
way with this very serious problem that all of the community face now and into the future.  
Now more than ever it is becoming more and more evident that there needs to be a lot of education 
concerning asbestos, especially in the community sector where home renovations are booming. This will be 
the 7th year that we have been meeting with 1st year students and we hope to keep doing this long into the 
future, so that many more understand this very real and personal journey for our asbestos sufferers.  
 

 

 



GIPPSLAND ASBESTOS RELATED DISEASES 
SUPPORT INC 

 
G.A.R.D.S. SUPPORT GROUP MEETINGS FOR 2007 

1.30PM – 3.30PM 
 

Meetings are held at Village Community Centre, 
1 Ollerton Ave, Moe 

 
Tuesday 27th February – Dr Andrew Holloway – Peter Mac  
Tuesday 27th March – Karen Price – Alzheimer’s Australia  

Fr iday 27th Apr il – Memor ial Wreath Laying Ceremony – Rose 
Garden, Morwell 

Tuesday 29th May – Peter Williams – Cancer Council Vic 
Tuesday 26th June – Andrew Dimsey – Lawyer - MBC 
Tuesday 31st July – Danny Blackford - Psychologist 
Tuesday 28th August -  

    Tuesday 25th September Anne Leversha – Manager Pharmacy LRHosp 
Tuesday 30th October – Anthony Heinemann – MECU 

       Fr iday 30th November  – Asbestos Awareness Day – Rose Garden,  
       Morwell 

Chr istmas Break-up to be advised 
 

* * * ************************************************  

G.A.R.D.S. NIGHT MEETINGS FOR 2007 
7.30PM – 9.30PM 

These meetings are held at the centre 
 

Tuesday 20th February 
Tuesday 20th March 
Tuesday 17th April 
Tuesday 15th May 
Tuesday 19th June 
Tuesday 17th July 
Tuesday 21st August 
Tuesday 18th September 
Tuesday 16th October  
Tuesday 20th November 
 
Chr istmas Break-up to be advised 
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G.A.R.D.S. INC.  
WOULD LIKE TO THANK THESE 

SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 www.gards.org 

Gippsland Asbestos Related 
Diseases Support Inc. 

 
We are situated at: 
 
1 Ollerton Ave, 
Moe, Victoria. 3825 
 
PO Box 111, 
Moe, Vic. 3825 
 
Phone &  Fax: 51277744 
  
Email: info@gards.org 
 
Web site: www.gards.org 

GARDS INC. SUPPORT 

GARDS provides support and information to asbestos sufferers, their 
families and carers. This includes home visits by GARDS volunteers, 
a telephone information/support service 24 hours, 7 days a week. 
GARDS has an office, which is open for sufferers, their families, 
carers and the general community to access at the times listed below 
in the “About GARDS Inc section”  

GARDS INC. Support also conducts a monthly meeting (1.30pm –
3.30pm) on the last Tuesday of the month) where guest presenters are 
invited to provide information about support services of all kinds and 
any other topics of interest that the members might find of relevance. 
The meetings also provide a gathering place for experiences; GARDS 
Support is open to anyone whose lives have been affected by 
asbestos, their families and the general public. 

 

GARDS INC. EVENING MEETING 

GARDS has an organisational, activities and advocating arm. 
Interested financial members can come along to evening meetings, 
which are, conducted 7.30pm – 9.30pm on the third Tuesday of the 
month. 

These meetings provide a focal point for information sharing and 
problem identification. The aim of this group is to focus on 
improving health and support services and any other issues deemed 
relevant to improving overall outcomes to asbestos sufferers, their 
families and the general public. Thus ensuring asbestos-related issues 
are kept in the public eye and trying to rid our environment of 
asbestos products. 
 

ABOUT G.A.R.D.S. INC. 
Committee of Management 
 
President: 
Lyle Seear – Ph. 51671376 
Vice President: 
Trevor Callow – Ph. 51342208 
Secretary: 
Vicki Hamilton – Ph. 51278219 
Mobile 0407274173 
Treasurer : 
Pam Nicholson – Ph. 51275843 
Mobile 0408535671 
Member: 
Dorothy Roberts – 51274174 
Mobile 0407274174 
Rodney LeLievre – 51261656 
Mobile 0403397800  

G.A.R.D.S. FEES 
 
Joining Fee - $5.00 
 
Annual Fees: 
Pensioners/Concession/ 
Unemployed - $3.00 
 
Employed persons - $11.00 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

MONDAY: 9.30am –12 midday 
TUESDAY: 1.00pm – 3.00pm 
WEDNESDAY: 1.00pm-3.00pm 
THURSDAY: 12 noon – 3.00pm 
FRIDAY: BY APPOINTMENT 
 
CALL IN FOR A CHAT & CUPPA 
 
 

UP AND COMING EVENTS 
 

Our Night/Day Meetings 
 

Friday 27th April Memorial Wreath 
Laying Ceremony – Rose Garden 

Morwell 
 

29th May – Peter Williams Cancer 
Council Vic 

 
26th June – Andrew Dimsey – Lawyer 
with Maurice Blackburn & Cashman 

 
31st July – Danny Blackford – 

Psychologist with Hazelwood Health 
MEETINGS: 

Support: Last Tuesday of month, 
1.30pm – 3.30pm 
Evening: 3rd Tuesday of month, 
7.30pm – 9.30pm 


